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TE the: Supream Aathors: ofthe 


Nation , the Commons in Parlja- 
ment Aſſembled 


The Humble Perition of the Major Aldermen, 
Folfs and Commonaltie of the City of Oxon. © | 


in the County of Oxon. 
Hen ſheweth , at 
20S Har they-taking notice of the late mettid?s. 


SF (RSS |! - ble As of Parliament,made'foriregula 
D of the Privy-Councel, and for taking awe 
FE} of che' Court! of Star«chamber , the big 
Wil Comiffion Court, and others of the like 113 
rure; and being: thereby made- ſenſible-of 
your worthy intentions «' dilinflave the" ftee bvrie 
Neople of this: Nagion from all manner. of Arbitraty'Jus 
dicature or Power, and enable them 'to live: like Free» 
inen under the known Laws of this Land, are' 
at this preſent emboldned-to make known unto you, the 
moſtintullerable ſufferings and oppreffions, which: they for 
a longtime paſt', ard yer'by an Arbirrary -and-unfimited 
power exerciſed over them by the Univerſity” of Ox#s, . 
have under-pone; and at this time ſuffer, as by particulars 
bereanto annexcd may appear”: 
And for redreſs whereof your diſtreſſed Petitioners 
ney ipplore your gracious aſliltance, 


And whereas your Petitioners at this preſent , partly 
through decay of trading, and __y through the lorg and 
daily 


(4) 
daily payments, taxes, and quartering of Souldiers are very 
mach impoveriſhed, and their. City abounding with ſuch 
multitudes of poor people, that they are nor able to releive 
them without proviſion of a convenient ſtock wherewith- 
alto ſer them on work; for the railing whereof, there is a 
certain large piece of grownd , called *Portmead, lying neer 

- the faid City, wherein your Petitioners baye the Ioberit ice 
and the Village of Wolvercot only Common of paſture - 
therein by reaſon of vicinage which being encloſed and lea« 
ſed out for certain years would raiſe a convenient ſtock for 
the relcifand-(etting on-work of the ſaid poor. The which 

'your Petitioners are very deſirous, and haye much endea- 
voured to effe&,but have been, and fill ate hindred in theſe 
their pious , and good intentions , by the Inhabitants of 
Wolvercot aforeſaid; Albeit your Petitioners baye been , 
and are willing to allow them a proportionable quantity 
of ground, 0 hedhoned them. out of the ;ſaid ground” in 
licy of cheir ſaid Common. :' 1, + 


Your Petitioners likewiſe humbly -pray, that they be 
enabled by Autbority of this preſent Parliament, to en- 
cloſe, and demiſe for ſome: competent. number of years , 
the ſaid ground called-Portmead , for the uſe” afove ſaid, 
leaving proporgionable. quantitic of ground , or other- 
wiſe. allowing ſome ſufficient recompence unto the ſaid 
Inhabitants of Wolv1rcot in lieu thereof ,. | 


-All. which' we refer- to the wiſdom-.and judgment of 
 - this Honourable Houſe, humbly deſiring your ſerious-and _ 
ſpeedy conſiderations and' reſolutions herein, and-to make 
| ſuch order for your Petitioners releif ; touching the premi. 
ſes, as you in yonr grave. wiſdoms. ſhall think meet and 


— Ly wo 


Andne ſoall ever pray, &c. \ 
A-$cher 
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A Schedule ofthe Cities Grievances ct1im- 
ed at {everal times put in execution agaialt 
"them by the Univerſity, 


I = HEUniverſity-claimeth power to' determine al} c6« 

 troverſies whatſoever, between any perſons-whatſo- 
ever, if one of the parties be a priviledged perſon(except in 
cafes of maim felony & freehold) & they claim allowance of 
their priviledges in all'other Courts, without-pleading of 
them,& witbour fee; & to try matcers of fat without Jury, 
or Without open examination of the witneſſes in the caſe , 
buroonly in private, before a Regiſter, and proceed in an Ec- 
cleſiaſticall way, by citation, excommunication, and the like, 
contrary to the courſe of the Common Laws; and their ſen* 
tences are not-grounded upon/any certain Law,eithor Civil, 
Canon,Statute;or Common Law, but ſecandivequiz # boxi, 
and-meerly Arbitrary,;--ac the Will of the Chancelfor , or 
bis Vice chancellor,againft whoſe ſentence, how unreaſona- 
ble ſoever,” nor Writ of Error will be by them allowed, or 0+ 
ther redreſs admitted, but only by appeal before themſelves, 
in their Convocation or Congregation,in which particular, 
the Citizens finde themſelves much grieved; being by thoſe 
proceedings not only delayed , bat oftentimes defeated of 
their juſt debts, withoutany redreſsat all. 

2. : Without any lawſull-power they take upon them to- 
make Proclamations,thereby impoſing nor onely pecuniary 
mnl&s,bur alſo impriſonment'upon ſuch perſons as Hall nor 
obey their matters contained in ſuch Proclamations/& this 
not only upon Citizens, but likewiſe upon all others, dwel- 
ling within five miles of Oxon. 

3.Tbey claim & exerciſe a power over the Citizens;to im- 
poſe 40.8. upon any Citizen being found out of his houſe af-" 
ter 9 of the clock, albeit ir be in the ſummer time;and albeir: 
they-be Canſtable in their ſearch for Fellons upon purſuit of 
hue & cry;or Aldermen of che City,or Juſtices of the Peace, 

in 


(6) 
in conyeying of MalefaQtors to the Goal, or the like, and for 
deſault of Mrelent fp eeng ofche4 0 5; ro-ſend.theq to prk 
ſon,there to cotinue untill ſatisfaRion made ro the Proftors. 
4- They claim the ſole power of Licenfiog of Ale-bouſes) 
Brewers, and Maulſters, and uſually take for:the making of 
Licences for Brewers to Brew, and for Maulſters to make 
Mault 17s; 8d. andaake-Recognizances.,. of: the Ale-houſe+- 
keepers,,. but never recurne. any. of them . to: the» Quarter 
Seſſions, | 
5. They have challenged to have power and ds fad 
- hare exerciſed a power, to.pull down; xhe Citizens bouſes 
of Habitation; and ſome of thy -Butchers/Shambles: within 
.the City.: ; -345 þ £272 0% BY 
6. They take-upan them power to.diſ-common Citizens 
_ attbeir pleaſure, and to: inhibite all priviledged. perſons, co 
have apy commerce or trading with them ; which power 
they baye alſo,exerciſed upon divers Citizens, jc 
:7. They.exaRt from the Mayor andfixty ewo Citizens, an 
Oath forthe. maintenance of the Univerſity: Priviledges ; 
whereas many of. their pretended Priviledges are mcere 
Ulurpations and Inchroachments-upon-the/Liberties of the 
Gays och the Citizens-by rbeir Oachs are bound to pre. 
ſerve. ', 91 
8. They.claim and exerciſea pawerto enforce the Major, 
and ſixty two Burgeſles of che City; to.come yearly to. Sr, 
Aaries Church on thetenth: of Febraery ( called by them 
Scholaitims day) to make an Qblation at the high Altar,of 
ſixty chree pence-for the ſlaughter of fixty three Scholars; 
pempores Ea. 3. to procure a-Maſs for the fouls of. the ſixty. 
threeſlaughtered perſons; for the-non- performance where: 
of, they give-forth, That they will put a bond in ſuir, which 
the City ia thoſe.dayes entered into totbe Univerlicy, 
9. They claim apower to make By-laws,thereby to bind 
the Inhabitants of the City, which are- meer ſtrangers, and' 
-were never caifed tro:the making ofchem. | 
10. They take upon them power co make new Officers,as 
'Tole takers of Corn, and the like; and they confticute coro+ 
MM ners, 


(4) 
ners, which Office of Right belongeth to the City by 
their ancient Chattors, and Uſage , time out of minde. 
- _ 41, They Claim Fellons Goods, and Deodaris, by 

their new Charter ,- alboic tbe City rime- our of memo» 
ry bath -enjoyed \ and-bath tigbe unco 'them by their 
ancient Charters, as they concewe; © ard albeic, the 
City be ar the charge of keeping of Fellons , andofthe 
delivery of them. | 

232. The /Market, rbeSoyl,/and the rreens belong to the _. 
Citizens, toperher with Toll, Stafla ge, amd Pirage, yet rhe 
Univerſity claimerb stl-cheſ&;ang divers crimes by Proclama- 
tion. alter the- Marker days; 'whereasthe Univerſity bave 
only the Clarkſhip' of the "Market , and the perquiſites, 
8nd profits theteof , belongro' the City- toward the ſee- 
farm Rent. _— 
- 13. They ſet upadivers Taverrts in O2in;,; and will:fot 
permit the City to ſet up-3ny;/contrary tothe true intent 
of the Sratureof 7, Eds. 105 # | 

14, They' claim- power to ſet-up Trades within the 
City, and 'v 'auchorize” Fotraigaers 201ener ciſe any trade 
there , as Fully as a Freetmul of the Citys+ and 
ſuch Formigher:neverTerved d5ah'A tick, :- | 
* 15. +16 caſe the City puniſherb goy/i Freeman 
for ti ,"or make any By-law tor regulating 
of ſuch - miſdemeanor , they peciemy 'become: ſervant 
to ſoine Maſter 'of Ares,> r-6)ſe v0'be an-under Gardner 
to- ſome- Colledge ,'or: Hall , [nnd uheredy exerciſe: their 
Trades ; 'i' totite typt” of the City;, and: their »By-laws, 
and refuſe th pay any payments with 'che City, excepr 
ſuch as: ſhall þe warrancable under the Seal of the 'Us 


riverſity, © | 


x * 
«* 4 . 
6 - J 


.. arid 


1. Grievarce 


—_—— 
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- * » April. 30, 1649, 
A Particular of the Grievances of the City of Ox0n again#t 
- the Univenficie of Oxon together with the 'rraſvns theredf 
exbitited wnto-the: lenorable Commiittee fot the regulating the 
faid Univerſity, according to the dire ions of an Order of the 
faid Committee of the 26) of this 3nſtant April. 1649. ' 


T4 Scholarsagd-Priviledped perſons draw! Townl- 
- $ !-men-in ſnjt'ea-the -Vicechancellors: Court: for any 
matters whatfoeuer: (:0xcept: Mayhem, | Felony, and Free+ 
ha/d ) as well in' caſes wherethey-are Plaintiffs', as 'where 
they are Defendants : in. which- particulars, the Citizens 
—_——_ bayeyuſt cauſe gf complaint for -diverſe rea» 


ns. 3019 

: ofitſ&;/for that ancient” Charter of: Hen; 1.. Hey. 
% Ev: 33; and” ivers::other: ſubſequent Charters con- 
firmed by a& of Parliament and allpwed by Juſtices in-Eyre 
acid inithe Courts st Weſtminſter, they ought not to be. tm- 
Pleadedroue of theinowa Court, but to have:tbeirtryall- in 
the owniCourg ace - the GyRomes and; uſages of 
London, for that they: aredy; their-Charters: to.-enjoy -the 
fave liberties andicuſiors, and the Petquiſites and Profits 
of their-Gourt ave parcel of their Fee-farme which would 
beieſtior-ar + leaſtwile. leſſened in caſe that their: ſuis and 
try als:ſhonkdhe/in 2Ye.Cbancellore Cover ; 88 well where a 
priviledtged perſoes:Pleinudle ty Defendant e' Grbege bring 
at this preſent near about a thi" 'part of the-Hlouſeboldery 
within the:City. priviledgedby the Univerſity as is. coneeic 
vide io 135 54; 134v gidegniirone of i 26 fo 
Secondly , For that the proceedings in the Ugiverſi- 

ty Court are by citation Yiis & modis , Libell, Excommu- 
nication, and the like, and the ſentences of the Chancellor , 
ertiis Vicechancellor, or Commiſſarye not confined or ty- 
ed to any certain Law, either Civill, Canon, or Common 
Law. But either according-to any of theſe, or according to 


:the Cuſtomes & ſtatutes of the Univerſity heretofore uſed _ 


.-O0r 
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- or bereafter to be ordeined, or according to'his and: their 


' beſt diſcretion, notwithſtanding any 
either made or to be made, againſt whoſe ſentence ( be the 


atute whatſoever 


ſame juſt or unjuſt) there is no remedy either by removing 


the cauſe to any of the Courts of Weſtminſter either of 


+ Law orequitie or otherwiſe then before themſelves. 
Thirdly, for that diverſe Citizens have commenced ſeye- 


rall ſaits in that Court both for juſt debts dne unto them b 


bond, as alſo for ininfſerable injuvies committed agaio 
them by priviledged men after long and tedious ſuits of 3 
- or 4 years ſtanding, 8nd much .expence, bave been deſti- 


tute of any redrefle there at all, 


Fourrhly for thar ( as the Citizens conceive ) that Court 
and the order and manner of their proceedings conſiſterh 
got with the preſent Conſticution of the Commonwealth 

or the Liberty of the People, this particular not opely con- 
--Cerning the Citizens of Qro» , but all others who ſhall 
- bave any commerce or dealing with a Schollar or 8 Privi- 


Perſon. 
. The Univerſicy claimerb a power to imprifon, and to/im» 4 Gy;evadee; 


ce a mul& of 403.upon any Citizen bring out of his 

ſe after nine a clock at” night without 'fuch. reaſo» 
nable cauſe us the Procors or  Vice- chancellor ſhall allow 
+ of, the Proctor baving the benefit of the MulR,' nnd this 
hach been exerciſed not ooly upon private Citizens dar 


npon the publique Magiſtrates and Officers of the Ciry , as 


Bailiffes, Conſtables, nnd the like' being in the execution of 


' their offices to'preſerve chepeace, to purſue Hue-$e Cryes 
to-kecp watch and ward , Convey-offcaders' to-'prifon 


* by vertoc of the Juſtice of peace warrants ;- toprevent 'eſ+ 


- capes- from the Goal , whereof he: Bailiffcs [have the 
charge and chelike , which the Citizens*conceive' to) de' 


| Ants 


+ Chargers and by thei Oarbes bound ubditagat 


cevance contrary to'the great Charter; and orber 
otheir Nativeant juſt Iberties, che parker for that 


the five Aldermen and eight Adlifiants of the (City, beſides 
whar- the Law of the Land require:, arvby! cheir Auncicar 
for and ap» 
_ "prehend 


 Y 
$, 
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prebetd . MalefaRors within the City as well by night as 
-by day, Neverchelcſte the ſaid Citizens can defire no lefle;, 
| but that ifche Major or any Officer of the City find. any 
- priviledped perſon diſorderly and irregulsr they may have 
power and liberty to ſecure chem untill chey may.ibe ſenr 
to the Vicechancellor:or Profor, and they to.deple inlikds 
manner.with the Citizens. But:chat the Univerſity: Mould 
impoſe ſuch a mul&/and inflit impriſonment for. Noa pay« 

Ment uvpor'a Citizen that is abroad after ſuch a time. a+ 

bout his lawfull occaſions, ard to make the Proctor judge 
in.bis own.cauſe whether. jt was a lawiull occaſion-or-nor; . 
be being to have the 40s. And for a civil man toygoe tothe 
Vicechancellor-for leave to be out of his bouſe after: nine 
of the cleck-'o1.not to ſtirre abroad before 4 of the clock 
in the morning is conceived by us to be a greater tyranny 
then is fit for any freeman to beare. | | 
3 Grievayce, | That'tbe Vniverſiry bave heretofore reſtrained all Bg» 
kers, 4nd Brewers within the. precinCts - of the :City and 
| Suburbs thereof to bake or brew within the City;; excepe 
. they: firſt + take Licence frem the Vaiverſity , tor which 
_ they challenge 175. 86, and alſo enforceth them to take- an 
Qath co-obſerye ſuch aſlize as the Vicechancellor from time 
to time ſhall appoint, the which the Ct17ens conceive to 
be a Greevance and a burthen both.in reſpect of the. money 
exrorted from-them;; there being no ſuch ſomme of .money 
due by:the Laws: af- this ' Land for ſych licence ,.4s alſo-for 

that they conceive. it-moſt preper and peculiar for the Ciry 
to: ſer up and ocder- Trades, within. the City. where they 
ſerved as Apprentice, and-for other reaſons bereaſter mens» 
tione& in the Grievance concerping Trades ging: contrary 
totbe-Ldberty [oft ha!People;and 8 priwiedge no. waics ſui; 
table orproper. (oasabe Citizens tonceive): for; Scholars: to 

pretend.ontos 124”) 20 2 20 47 1341003 979155 7) 249% 
Eo + The: Vice-chancellor heretofore bath by. power pulled 
4 Grievance, 4. n ſome: Citizens bauſes/ of babication-for which. there 
ax yetbath no facigfation been made-citber tothe/Tenanc 


or:Tenants: wpoſkeflien, or to the.Ciuzens who _ 
CE TEIN. .-- herixance 


. 
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bericerice thereof. As namely in particutar the houſe of 6ne- 


Treadmill, then worth 104, per annum, and the Houſe 'of ons 
Maſter Chambers worth 61. pey annum, for which it is cons 
ceived the Yniverhty ought to' make ſatisfaRtion both-to 
the Tenants and the City. | 

The Citizens conceive is to be-a great preſſure and in- 
conliſtent wich the Principles of charity, or the liberties of 
the people, or the Lawes of- the Land to inhibit all the 
Members or priviledged perſons of the. Vniverſity to have 
apy.commerce, trade,:ox dealing with ſuch Citizens 'as the 
Vice: chancellor or Proctor at their libercy ſhall diſlike , ir 
being a means to breed enmity between neighbour and 
neighbour , -and co binder mutuall amity- between friend 
and friend;as alſo tending to a Monopoly of Trading: ,- and 
6oge for the maintaining of ſome private intereſ}, of meere 
will and power againſt the. publique intereſt of the Cities 
Liberties. - And alfo to the utter ruine-and. deſtruRion at 
their pleaſure of any Citizen ard his family in their Trade, 
-11 Tvntbing the Oath that 'the' Wniverſity 'drmnantdeth of thi 
Major and of the Citizens;'! © - | (415 IN 230t 4'l 
- ;zThe Citizens take ir-as a prievanceand bortber-to' their 
Conſeiences; (which they hopethe wiſdome 'and'Piety 'of 
the- Parliament will not1uffer-) -co bave an--Oath impoſed 
upen tbem in Generall Tearmes to maintain the Priviled- 
ges of the [Vayverſiry, the Citizens not knowing what they 
are And the Viowerlity preceuding all to be juſt whict!they 
claitd ; and&beſides the: Major'by bis Oath is bound -r6 
maintaine all the rights amd libertzes of the City ; many of 


which do(claſh and (tznd- in-oppoſition to- divers-of thoſe 


which the Vniverſity claim. | 
-',-Fbe-Citizens find zhemſelves:xery. much agreeved that 
the Mejorabd 62 Citizens with him: ſhould be com! 
£9-cowe-to Se. Aaricriyearly apon the tehthiday of Febpu- 
w7.towake an oblation there vt the high:Altar-of 64 petite 
for the ſoules of 63 Scholsrs.or. Priviledged 'perſob4-ſlaine 
in:tber5me of:E9. 34. This m;tbe Orginal being "prone 
fubertiriqnand: the memorhi Wi ua geo of: _ 
©23129vin's 2 totally 
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totally aboliſhed without ary: memorial thereofto be ob3-. 
ſerved: And therefore hope and defire that one Inden- 
_ ture aud one obligation of che penalty of 2000 markes en- 
tered into by the City uato tbe Univerſity in theſe daies - 
of ſuperſtition, for. the-continuance of that ſuperſticious. . 
ganiverſary, may be delivered up to the Citizens to be 
cancel ed, and the obloquie pur upon the Citizens by reaſon . 
of chis Ceremony quite aboliſhed, And whereas the Uni- 
vecſity now {aich that they will be contentwith the. 5s. 3d 
per annum and diſpenſe wich the fupertititions Ceremony, 
the — the Hey and _ rity of Pare 
liameac | be-excuſed from acknowledgs 
meat of that ſervide and: ſuperſtitions nature, 'Not- thee 
we. ſhould commend with che Univerſity - for fuch ſmall 
mectiars (towards whom weoyer have,and ſhall reſpeRive« - 
Jy Comport ofr{eives) but thatwe may not partwith our - 
liberties at any rate nor bare witneſle againſt the cruth. 
. The Yoiverſity claimerth power. to make. By-Laws to - 
bind the Jnkabirants of the City, and £0 lay both -pecu- . 
niacy Muldts and Impriſonment upon the-breakers- chereof 

a3-upou T; $hat have awde Gownes after other faſhi- 
ons, then. .have been fer down in their Private orders , 
which4be Citizens conctive to bean unjuſt and arbitrary 
praQtice, That they ſhou!d be bound by. ſuch Laws as they 

gever Laew, nor oever.:conſented. to by thegaſeivesor any 

pepreſettarive And |their eſtates and perfors ſhould. be - 
Jyable-t@ geplesſure of others to whoſe Acts or ARions -. 
they. arc 00, waits Privy, and is as they conceiye-contrary 
20,4he fnadancnts! Laws of this Land, and the Uberry of - 
freemea of — gr HR 

;''The- Moi q| Fellon's goods and Deodands ; 
which tha Gizizams cake 83 a (Gceevance for that by-thelr = 
Auacient Ghattaus they are by apt: words rr 
them. And mortaver the Grizonsdavethe Cuſtody & cha 
of the. Goal ghd of, the Priſoners, andthe power to 
yer the Goal and. lyablex0 all eſcapes, anditieemerd i 
reaſonable chat Citizens (bonldde ur al) che charge 8: the 


y:8102 Vaiyerlity 
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Vniverſity to have all the profit, and ſuch perquifites ( be< - 
fdes for the rcaſons aforeſaid ) may ſeem not very proper 
nor convenient fur Scholars to trouble themſelves withal- 

The Yniyerſicy inhibiterh the City from ſerting up any 
Taverns within :be City, or the ſelling of Wine by recaile, 
the which the Citizens conceive: to be againſt che” rrue 
meaning 0: thc Stat..7. Eaw. 6, And agan divers of the 
auncient Charters of the City , and therefore defire that . 
this Grievance likewiſe may be redreſſed. 

The Vniverſity aſſumeth power to ſet up Trades within 
the City, and toauthorize Forraigners to exerciſe Trades 
there, albeit they never ſerv'd as an Apprentice, the which 
the Citizens take as a great Greevance and oppreſſion , Ie 
being granted unto them by divers and. ſundry auncient 
Charters and confirmed in Parliament That no perſon or 
pesſons whatſoever, who are not of their Guilde ſhall ſer up 
any Trades or ſell by Retaile with them ; much lefle thax 
ſach that bave not ſeryed as Apprentices, nor are liable to 
performe duties or ſervites.of the Commonwealth as they: - 


pretend. . 


The Citizens are willing that the Voiverſity may enjoy: - 
and continue all juſt and due Priviledges , which either - 
make for the advancment of Learning, or are fit for them 
to enjoy, but any priviledge or practice, which exalts it 
ſelfe above the power of the Civill Magiſtrate , which is - 
founded-upon ſuperſtition or Tyranny-, or which is incon- 
ſiſtent with the freedome and juſt Immunities of a - 
ſabje& or ſree Citizen, they may hope and earneſtly 
pray may be by the wiſdome. and goodaeſle of this - 
Parliament quite aboliſhed, fa 
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JuL Y 24 1649. 
TRE ANSWER OF THE 
CHANCELLOR , MASTERS, 
and Scholars of the Univerſity of 


OxxroRDd, tothe Petition, Articles 
of Grievance, and Reaſons of the 
City of: OXON: 
According to' the dire&ions of an Order of 
the Honourable Comittee, 21, of Zane 1649, 


C—_— 


To the Petition. 


fon Hezxeas the Petitioners charge-the 
NS © V/25/41 Univerſity with the exerciſe of ag 
(All Arbitrary and unlimited power 0- 


/ 
x 2 
YN VA VA ver them to their moſt intolerable 
{ STE 


oF) | ſufferings and oppreſſions, which 
RE they pretend they have for along 
time Undergon e, and. at this time ſuffer, (althoug 

the Petitioners by. their Councell .at ſeverall 
times before this Honourable Committee have ac- 
quitted the preſent Governors of the Vaiverſicy 
fromany:ſuch charge, and although the Vniverſi- 
ty for many years naw late paſt have ſuffered 
great wrongs, & diminutions of their juſt and an- 
. .cient rights by the Petitioners, who have taken up- 
oh them'to diſpoſſeſſe rhem of ſome of them be- 
fore complaint, and of others while their com- 
plaint 1s yet depending.” Ve 


WL S 
(16) 
"We anſwer and ſay, That the Univerſity neither 


* hath exerciſed,nor toes challenge the exerciſe of any 
.. Arbitrary power orjuriſdifton over the Citizens; But 


onely ſuch juft Power as they are by Law and Crome 


| confirmed h y Aﬀ of Parliament warranted unto. 


ABER” 4 i” 4 


| ; Concerning Port-mead. 
1: We anſwer and deny that the Pitirioners have 


+ the inheritanceof the ſaid Meadow,but -6ly a right 


of Common ; and that divers Colleges of the Vni-. 


- verſity, and their Tenants, and.other men, are(as 
« we conceive ) £qually intereſſed with the Peritio- 


ners 1a & right. of Common in thar Meadow, 

2« That the number of poor Peopte,borh now and 
heretofore abounding in the City,, is very much 
occaſioned by rhe Petitioners illegal erecting of 


- multitudes of Cottages upon the Town wall: and 
' Dirch,which they rent out to ſuch poor peopleg&e 


thereby much enhance their own Revenues to the 


-prejudice and impoveriſhing of the Vnivezſicy,by 


whoſe Free and charitable - contributions thoſe 


. poore are exceedingly relieved and 'mainttined. 


3. Tharifall the Charitable donations given to 
maintaine the/Poore of Oxford by ſeveral Members 
of the Univerſity were rightly imployed by the Pe« 


. titioners 10 that end for which they-were given, 
- they could not want a- convenient ſtock. wheres 
-Withall to ſet then on work, as we conceive, 


" 4. That thelimprovemenrt defiredby rhe incloſure 
of Portmeadwould not be only to the prejudice of 
the 1 ight of ſeveral Colleges & their Tenats in re- 
:Tpe& of their ſaid right of Common therein, but to 
+ "he general 
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' generall impoveriſhment of the poore inhabitants of 


the Citry, who claime and uſe a like-right of Com« 
mon jn the ſaid ground, which hath beene, and is a 
eat ſupport to them, and therefore when the like 
defigne of encloſure bath hererofore beeg attemp- 
ted. y the richer Cittizens, it has been mginely op- 
poſed andhindred by the poore inhabitangrs af Oxong 
and ſo( we conceive )they doe oppoſe it at preſear 
And it is to be conſidered that the piece of | ground 
which'they deſire to encloſe containes by eftimati- 
oneight hundred Acres of rich Meadow.  , , 
' 5. If the Citty have the inheritance gf part-mea? 
dow, &thatiit ſhal be thought fit to give way roſych 
29 incloſure as iSdefired for the <nds by them-pxa- 


poſed,the Vniverlicie will-not oppoſe, ſo as their in- 


tereſt in the diſpoſing, and therighe of the Calleges 
and their zeſpeRive Tenants be preſervedzor a va- 


luable conſideration given fhenrin recampegce of 


their-ſaid Common in the{aid Meadow. 


i, _ To the firſt Article of the Citties - TIT 
__ . pretended Grievances. 


7 JV Ennfirer and oy. That the Uoiverf- 
E: ty hath,”tiwe out of minge, ( and are 


Warrantedſoe to do by divers Charters confirmed 


Fi AR of ParhamentJexerciled Power and Fari/di- 

[10n.in all Gauſes-menrioned in this Articleyrhere» 

pt. or whereina'Priviledged perſon. is: one patty. 
2-: We go claime- 4bonance wf our Prividedge 


for ſuch | age the Common ate nn Chancel- 


loyr ſhaſl.unger the Common.ſeale abriafierto any 
ot be To privitedgedz& we-have-badis with- 
: iC - Out 
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C18) - : 
out tte formalitie.or charge of long Pleading,pays- 
mg onlya fee far theallowance ofthe Certificat. * 

3. We haveever proceeded according to the 
Courſe of the Croill Lawes, and after witneſſes have 
been openly producedin Court and.ſworne, thelt 
exaniinztionsart taken'in writing by the Judge and | 
Regilte?, and: rhen publiſhed that all parties.may" 
have'Copies of rhem,” according to the courſe of 
theCivillkLaw,* the High Court 'of Chancery, and 
the :Admitzlty; oo, bs 

4 - Wedo notPtoctedintan Fecleſiafticall 'way; 
butin!eevſes Ecclefiafticatl ', 0 | 

'.*5: Yothetimes heretofore we have nſed rhe cen« 
ſare of Fxacommunicatio» againſt 'our own Members 
attht' inſtance and for the benefit of the Cittizensz 
but Hotfotheſt ffreen'or fixteen years, "and that 
conrſebeing nowin effe@ aboliſhed by Att of Pars 
Hament,. ir cannbr- be matter bf preſent or future 
Grievance to the Petitioners.' | 

— 6.-We doufe Summons ot Citations at firſt, be- 


a 


\ fore we grant but -an Arreſt againſt perſons of ; 


quality, and ſuch-asare likely-to/abide and continue 
within the juriſdiQion : But againſt Strangers thar 
have no abiding there, - and againſt ſuchas axe like 
tro fly we do: grant Arreſts without any, previoug - 
Citation. eds dan ara tot pi 
7. That our Sentences are(a$the Petitioners ute 
rruly ſaggeſt Jnicerly-arbit>ary and gromhded pon no 
Law,but at the will of 'the Judgtiwe deny; For in His 
Sentences the JuUge followes the Juſtice and Equi- | 
ty-of.the CD Eiw3and*CotmmenLaw, apd the | 
Starutesiofiche Lab #RaeÞwbiche tanhgr, nor ; 


8.if. 
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+..$,..1f che. Judge bg thought. to, bave juthed er- 
zonmouſly.or unjuitly, Vries of; Erros arenot bfoyghr 
$0 our Court; becaule-the manner pf proceedings 
thereare not as at the Common Law,.bwltrhe parey 
grieved may either appeale,or complaine of anullity, 
and have redreſle: Agdiif itbZappealed in the Vni- 
yorſity there are there appointed yearely foweror 
five Do! We ard Gas Nofiers rrp orar 
patlon ahd Convocationto heare the complazat,% 
from their judgements, 4here lies an Appeale to the 
Supream Power in Chancery, .whexe, the Judges.of 
th Land pt er learned Lawyers bott:Common 
and CibV{[l have uſtally been nominated Judges De» 
legates,as in the Admirahy and Prerogative-Courrt. 


; e\\2 07 Lal 21 , To the Third. 6s LoS#5 a. "+1 L 
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- The Maiverſi t y, toes claim the k Nithte Walkez ang 
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by..Eaſtame; cqpficmed by At of Pasliamentdiatle 
exerciſed the ſame time beyond the: memoryicaf 
man ; and that ifany man be found by the proctors 
abroad in thenightwithout a g&/onable cauſe by the 
fame;Cultamg he's liable ig pay fortyrſhilliwgs for - 
hisNeftivgggation;.&this extendsas well to Fawnh 


| menas;Schollers.or Strangers. But for'barely being 


ebreadabeut amans owne private;or a0y:Qner putt 
lique occaſions, ſuch as ate ſpecified in this Article, 
we abſolutely dent 7, + «1 


. % 


-We funtter affirye, thy if dpy,wan betyken 


| In the Night he may putin Bayle andedhew; @11648- 


k 
; 


Ems 


| nabſe caule of ſuch his being-abreadgby aexb(be) 


FE Capj and uporhis (9 daipghe thip 
Y thqut any payment; 1oſl:iw Nod 
31 '3Y 
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3. Tfany Profor have at any time tran 
the juſt bounds of their power, the Vniver 
nat avow them in it,the party greived may. ks his: 
caurſe ——— him. -. 


Tothe Fonrth. + 


The Vniverfity time out of minde hath -uſed the 
ſole power of admitting .or Licen/3ug Common - 


drowers..., 

To the Fifth. 
The Vaiverfity never did challenge or exerci/e any 
fugh Power as is mentioned in this Article, 


To the Sixth, \ 

The Vaiverlity. doth not take upon them to Dif. - | 

£07708 any. man et. pleaſure; but only upon.very 

preatieauſe and wrong to rhe Vniverſity afrer mo-- 

nition and-due protecdings, and that by common . 
conſeht it Convacation. . 


| Fo #he Seaventh, - 

- This Vaiverfity by ſeverall Charters confirmed © | 
by A& of parliament does-require an Oath of the 
Major #nd Jixty two .Cittixens ,10 maintains their 
vaefof Priviledges, $d it.18 expreſſed in the Oath, 


Tothe Eiekhth;-: + | 

-- The Vaſverſity: doth challenge by Agventens | 
-afd Indthture whder the - common. Seale of the - | 
pours _ ation. the Offering of ſixty. three 
the Major and Fa. Arian Burgeſes: 
panes any telation 'to the High-Altar, or 

Ne oy the Soufes of ſo many perſons laige-. 7 
; @: 3 


- oped 


— 


———  ” 77 
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To the Ninth, » 

The Vniverſiry- by Cuſtome confirmed by AQ 
of parliament does claime a power to make By- 
Jawes, for the good government of the Vniverſity 
and the Peace of the Place, in ſuch things as belong 
ſolely to the juriſdiiion of the Vniverſiy ; whereby 


the Townes men as-well as others are obliged in 
' order tO the peace and $o0d overnment of the Vni- 
t belong to the govern-. - 


verfiry: But in things t 
ment of the Citty we meddle not. .. 


To 1he eleventh. * 


The ——_ claims Felons Goods and Deodands ' 


by an ancient Charter confirmed by A& of Par- 
liament; and wedeny that the City has any right 
to them atall. 

' To the Thirteenth, * 


The Univerfiry does licenſe Tavernes in Oxford, ' 
according to the true intent of the Statute 7* Fdw: 
Gti and the perſons ſo licenſed are, and may be - 
Towneſmen as well as- Priviledged perſons. And . 


the Ciry hath no righttoſer up any. _ 


Tothe Fourteenth. * 


The Univerſity by ancient Cuſtome and ſeveral! - 


Charters confirmed by Aﬀtof Parliament,and ſpe- 


cial Compoſitions with the City dothClaim, that . 


Priviledge perſons may exerciſe Trades according 


tothe Law, a$ far forth as any Townſmen; But a- 
" gainſt the Law( as nor having ſerved as an Fpprex- : 
tice in ſach Trades where the Law requires it;) we - 

neither chattenge nor exerciſe apy more power. : 


theg the Citizens themſelyes. .. To: + 


GL 
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"To the Second,7Tenth,7 welfih,and Fifteenth, arid 


- Part of the Fourth we have forborn to anſwer, in 


regard the Petitioners have omitted them in rheiv 
laſt paperof Grievancesof the Ioth of CApril;- and 
by their. Councel in the- Aydience-of tþis:;Com- 
mittee' upon. the 2t«of Fue did openly deqlare 
they would notinfiſkupon them. y 


_ 31 wi 
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To'the Paper of Reaſons. exhibited by the.. 
Petitjoners 4pril 30. 1 6 4.9. 


-1: To the Reaſons o their Fry Grievance, * 
I, T9 the firſt Reafon, of their firſt Grievance 
We anſwer,and. deny it to be. trve that 


they have any ſich Charter allowed in Eyre ,.or any. 


ſuch Cutom as is pretended, viz, Not-to be ſued out 
of their. own Court; Nor ought to have for the reas . 
_— following. hy 

.. For that the Uniyerſity Court and the jutiſe 
Aion thereof, is of a higher antiquity then any. 


. Chartet 6f the Girtizens legally confirmed Con- 


cerning their Courr. 

2, For that in the moſt and- principal Charters 
of the Citty,. as alſo.in ſuch AQcs of Parliament as 
trend to the canfirwation of them, there is a0 ex- 
Preſs [ating of, all the, Rights and {;Priviledges of 
the, Univerſity, . | 

3- For thatit a pears by common Praftice that 
the Cirtizens pr kaya fie ue, one another in che 
Courts at Weflminſtet agd elſewhete, both by 0ri= 
ginal. Suits commenced 5n ihoſe. Couſin and 
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by-removing their Suirs out of their own Courts 
by Writs of Habeas Corpus , Certiorari, and Writts 
of Error « 

4. For that they are ordinarily ſued by 'Stran«- 
gers both in the Courts at Weſtminfeer, and other 
Courts; and we cannot find that ever they plead- 
ed any ſuch Charter of Exemption, or if they did, 
that any ſach Plea was ever allowed to them z 
Whereas the Univerſities Priviledge hath been 
| frequently pleaded and in all ages allowed, 


2. Whereas the Petitioners claim by. their Chars - 
| ters the-ſame Liberties- and Cuſtoms with London. © 


Th anſwer. : 
"1. The Petitioners have not made it appeare; 
nor ſo much as aſſerted, that Loxdoz has any ſuck? 
Liberty or Cuſtome, whereby They may, not ſue. 
& be ſued our of Ps Courts: - 

2, That fuppcſing 7hey have ſuch a Liberty or 
Cuſtom at preſenf* yet the Petitioners have not 
made it appear; orſo much as aſſerted that Lon- 
don had any ſuch Liberty at or before the rime'of 
the Grant of thoſe ſurmiſed Charters ro the Cit- — 

: ty of Oxford. | 

. 3. + Thar divers other Cirties and Boroughs in 
England have by their reſpe@ive Charters like 
' Grants of .the ſame Liberties with Zondon and 
> Oxon; who yet'ate not- exempted from * ſuiug and 

* beingſuedont of their own Courts. | 
| =: 4++ That it will appear 'that the moſt ancient, 
* * Charter whichthe Gitty-of - Oxurtan” pretend to 
irelationio the liberties of London, is utterly re- 


pugnant 
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'Pugnant to it ſelfe as to the principall' of thoſe 


Liberties- | 
5s. That Cuſtome is the work of time,and grows 


- without Charter,-and therefore can not be graft 


ted by Charter. 

6, Thar the Cutoms of Londen are of great va- 
rietie, to ſome. of which {notwithſtanding their 
Charter begeneral for all ) the Cittizens of Oxon 


-do not pretends and to otherfome when they 


have laid claim by ſuits at common Law, by pe- 
tirion to the Lord Major and Aldermen of Lon- 


don, by petition in Parliament, and by pleadings 


in Eyre, their claim ba's not been allowed. 


3. Whereas the Petitioners ſuggeſt that their 


Fee Farm would be either bft or leſſened. in caſe their 


Suits and trials ſhould be in the Chancellors Court, 
- We an/per. 

1. That ever fince the Borough of Oxon: was firſt 
rented -out to that Corpotation in Fee Farm, 
they have continually faln in their Rent,but eg« 

 -haunced their Revenzes by Challenging and ta« 
king ſeveral particulars as belonging to their 
:*Fee Farm which in truthare no part .of it. 

2, That granting the pergui/ites of their Court 

from the praper Suiters.to be part of their ;Fee 

© Farm,yet their ſuing and being ſued :1a the Uni- 
verſity Court , where. a Scholier or priviledged 
perſon is one party , would nothing impairthe 
Jt 'perguiſites of their Court or Fee Farm, in 
regard it was neverotherwiſe ſince they hag.ci- 

. ther Court or Fee Þazm mQxere - gl 
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4- Whereas the Petitioners conceive there are 


at this preſent near about a third part of the houthol- 
ders-within the City Priviledged by the Univerſity, 


Ie anſwer. 


- T. That we conceive a tenth part of the Houſ- 
holders wirhin the Ciry and Suburbs are nor 
priviledged perſonsz And that as the benefit of 


--- their priviledge by rhe daily growing oppreſſi- 
- :onsand vexations of the Petitioners is in a man- 


ner wholy deſtroyed, ſo the number of privi- 
ledged perſons is much leſs than ever it was 
heretofore within the memory of man. 

2+ Tharifit were true which the Petitioners 


- ſuggeſt,” it thence follows, that the Petitioners 


by deſiring (as they do in their Article) to re- 


- ſtrain 4 ——_ perſons from exerciſing 


any Trade within the City, do thereby deſire 


'- ' toexpole a third part of the Houſbolders within 
-.' .the City as (being priviledged, as they fay) to 


want and beggery. 


To the ſecond reeſon 
Wea n/1 Were 


. © "That ir proceeds wholly upon miſtakes of the 

manner and rules of proceeding ig the Univerſity 
Court which we conceive we have ſufficiently 'clea- 
'red in our former Anſwer to their Firſt Article of 
Crievances, 
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To the Third Reaſon - 
We Reply. | 

That there is as quick expedition inour Court a5 
inany other Courts, and rhey may as well obje&t 
That divers perſons commenced ſeveral Suits in the 
Courts at Weſiminſter for juft debts due unto them by 
bond and for injuries commited againſt them,and yer 
(ir may befor want of good proof by witneſs or 
otherwiſe, as for want of able Counce!, or caneful 
Atturnies to look well torheir pleadings and £xe- 
cutions, or for want of abilicie in the parties ſyed) 
after long and tediows ſuits and much expence have 
ben deſtitnte of any redreſs; and therefareqhis man- 
ner of reaſoning is notatall concudent,beinganar- 
gument drawn 4 #or cauſa ut Eaxſe,which jt it were 
of any force,we might eafilycurn the edge of jitupon 
the Peritioners, by giving inſtancein a Priviledged 
perſon who ha's a Cauſe now or lately depending 
in theTownCourt, wherein he ſues divers Citizens 
for a juſt debt upog Bond, and though bis debt-and 
Bond were well proved or ready to be (proved by 
ſufficient witnefles,and no defe&in his Councel or 
Atturpey,nor any diſability in the Defendants, yer 
could Ye not get his money in that Court, after a 
langand tedigus ſuit neer tworyears, and nfuch ex+ 
pence. Yet is npt the Court tobe blamed, but the 
dilatorie cunning of the Defendants, and we carnor 
think it reaſonable to charge the taylings ofmen,or 
other intervening caſualties, upon the Law or the 


Court,ceither theirs or ours ; the due proceedings of | 


which later are in themſelves, as compendious as 
of any other ordinary Court whatſoever. 
To 


. 
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 Tothe Fourth and laſt Reaſon. 
We anſwer. 


3. That ſuch Courts as: ours have been found 
by long experience to. conſeſt very well with the 
moſt flouriſhing Commonwealths that ever were or 
are in the world,and with-the liberty of thoſe peo- 
ple who had or have no-other order or manner of 
proceedings in their Courts then-fuch as is objeed 
ro Ours, 

- 2. That (as we humbly conceive) the wiſdom 
of this State in former ages thought ir fit: that our 
Anceſtors-ſhould uſe the: practiſe of the: Civil Laws 
in-our Court, the berr&F4o train up'young Students 
in the knowledg of them, that they might thereb 
be made more ſerviceable to- the Common-wealth 
inaffairs ar home and abroad. 

+ 3. Thaxour Univerſity Courr is of ſuch antiqui- 
ty that the Common Law Books, and ſome very 
ancient,rake frequent notice of ir, the proceedings 
thereof being: always allowed by the Common» 
Eaw.And the-Lord Chiet Juſtice Cook in his Book 
Of the' FariszdiiFion of Courts in England (lately 
publithed by authoriry of the Honourable Houſe of 
Commons) makes ourable mention. of the 
Courts in both the Univerſities. 

4. Thatifthe Citizens be Blaintifles ( as moſt 
commonly they are) beſides the expedition which 
they may find there, They may have the benefir of 
the Defendants Oath to eaſerhem in their proot 3 
They may have good ſureties putinto Court not on- 
ly ro bring in' the Defendants but alſo: ro- pay the 
Fudg me ntiandCoſis of Suit; They-may arrefaot only 
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the Body of any Priviledged' perſon; bur alſo his 
goods, debts, and things in Aion, | 

5. Thatthough this particular ( if it were a 
grievance) does nor only concern the Clrizens 
of Oxon, but all cthers who ſhall have any com- 
merce or dealing with Schollers or Priviledged 
perſons; yer have #0 others complained of our: 
Court, and the Petitioners of all others have leaſt 
cauſe. | 
6. That.we do not challenge or exerciſe any 0- 
ther jurisdi&ion over the Petitioners or others in: 
the Univerſity Court then the Citizens of Oxar 
themſelves, and all or moſt ®ther Cities' and Bo« 
_ in Englanddo: claim and daily practice 
without: contradiction over all. other: free-born: 
people ofthe Land ; to wit,” to Arreſt and -conpel. 
them to anſwer in their reſpeive Courts, ' of they 
can be there legally attached to 4nſwer. | 

7. That wedo notclaim orexerciſe any greater 
or other Priviledg in this particular then (as we: 
conceive) is granted ro and uſed by other Vaiver- 
firies in Exropeas well as ours to wit, ' to ſue and, 
be ſued before their own Juſge,a Priviledge indul- 
ved to them and-us in favour of Learning Thar 
Schollers may not be called abroad to anſwer Suits, 
to the great neglect of their ſtudies 1nd expenice: of 
their time and money. 

8. That in mix# Suits where one party 1s of 
the Priviledge of the Vniverſity, and the other of 
the City fince it cannot be otherwiſe, bur ſuch 
Cauſes muſt be heard and derermined either in o#7 
Conrt, or the Town Court, or both muſt be. ſubjeR 
to 
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toa forreign jurisdifiion (which would: bt equal- 
ly repugnant to the Priyiledges of borh Bodies, no 
way advantagious utito then, and extreamly incon- 
venient for us) we cantior but conceive it more con” 
ſonant to juſtice, and wichal more convenieriti that 
the Priviledge of the Yziverſity ſhould herein rake 


place of theirs,” - 


x, Becauſe this Priviledge has been arciently 
granted tous, and we have been.many hundred 
years in poſſeſſzon of ir, and it is alſoconfirmed un» 
to us by At of Parliament. 

2. B-cauſe- the Judges in "the Vniverſity 
Court, having no intereſt in the particular Suits, 
brought before them,. cannor.be thought other 
then indifferent z Whereas if Schollers ſhould be 
Sued in the Towrt Court where the Major and 
Bayliffs, Judges and Jury, are all Tradeſmen,ir 
is very much robe feared it would go hard with 
the poor Schollers. 

5.” Becauſe '((as- we humbly ;conceive.) the 
Vniverfiry is ſtill(as-it has alwaies been reputed) 
the more noble Corporation, - more Serviceable 
in the publick, and in which the whole Nation 
has a greater intereſt then in the City or Citi- 
zens's who for the moſt part. ate beholding ro 
the Vniverſity for much of their livelyhood and 
ſubſiſtence (as themſelves in the fifth Article do 
imply) whereas we have no dependence upon 
them, but only wares for our money at dear 


rates. 


hs Laſtly, 
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4. Laſtly, Becauſe (as welikewiſe conceive). 
if the Petitionevs thonid proye fo, unfortunately 
fucceſsful in their deſires 40: obtain. rhe liber- 
ry of Suing Schollers in, their Town-Court, ic 

\ would prove in the end very prejudicial to 

- themſelves; for beſides$hat is, would migiſter oc. 
caſions of diſcontent and continual quarte]s be. 
twixr the Bodies, it would deter Schollers from 
having any dealing or commerce with their new 
Judges the Citizens. 


Il: 


To the Reaſons of their ſecond Grievance, made up 
with divers ſpecious inſtances to caſt aſperſions up- 
on the Vaniverſirties. Right, and: Priyiledge of the 
Night-walks - | 
| We Anſwer. 

1, Thar this Right, and 'Cuſtom is ſo ancient, 
ſo ſtrengthned by confirmation of Parliament, and 
the benefir thereot ſo great to all, ighabitants. by 
the careful practice'and'exerciſc)of it,, and the con- 
tinuance of it ſoabſolutcly, neceſſary. for. the good 
government of the Vaiveriitys ( eſpeGially. for ſe- 
curing younger Scholars.againſt rhe, many tempra- 
tions to>lewdneſs: and: looſnefs, which. they, ordi- 
narily/ate! expoſed to; by: means of ſuch Towneſ- 
men-as:make-their-own advantageour.of. the others 
luxury. and deboyſtnefſs') that: no man of any civil 
converſation, Stranger, Sojourner, Citizen, or 0- 
ther,hath ever —_—_ the leaſt reluRancy againſt 
it : As for ſuch diſorderly walkers, who are: of a 
contrary diſpoſition, it is uſed only to reduce them 

to 
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tocivilityzand rhe Prodtors exerciſe the like pow- 
er over them, which the Conſtables and Magiſtrates 
in other places are allowed by rhe Las of , the 
land, to preſerve the quiet of the place, and ro pu- 
niſh the miſdemeanors of ſuch asare diſorderly, 

2. We do not know that any Prodtors ever «x- 
erciſed ſuch power over the Publike Magiſtrates of 
the City inthe due execution of their offices as is 
charged in xhjs Article : Or ifany did. the parties 
grieved might have their,rewedy againſt them; rhe 
Llaiverlity does norclaim apy ſpch power. 

3- We anſwer and deny That the. Ciry have a- 


. Dy ſuch ancient Charters concerning five Aldermen 


and ejght aſſiſtants of the City as. is pretended in 
this Article. bo 

4. Welikewiſe deny that in the caſe of No#jv7- 
tion the Prodtors are any'Fadges atall,bur onlyRe- 
lators of the Offendors 3 norare they to. have the 
forty ſhillings, bur' only» rhe half in caſe of legal 
conviction, as la all othercaſes of muldts.. _ 
. 5; As for whatthe Petitioners have propoſed as 
a0 &xpedient in this point, That theT, ewnOfficer may 
have as much power over us, «5 the Univerſity Offi- 
cers oper them, we conceive it would be neither juſ# 
nor ſafe. for them to endeavour, or us .ro-conſent ro 


-the divideing that pawer with them which by Law 


and practice is wholly ours, and which is {o abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to the well governing of the Uni- 
verſity. Beſides; we conceive that if both parties 


' thovuld walk inthe Night it would breed occaſion 


ofquarrells and tumults if not Blood-ſhed. And 
how little cauſe the Petitioners have to A 
0 


- 
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of Tyranny id the exerciſe of this poyer, we dare 
appeal,to the con[ciences of rhe belt and gfaveſt Cir: 
tizens, whether they have not enjoyed borh quiet 
and prdfir by the vigilant care of the Protors in the 
Night watch : To the knowledge of ſuch others of 
their Body, whoſe diforders made-them juſtly ob- 


. noxious. to that power; whether rhey have noruſu- 


ally been much more favorably dealt wirh then the 
members.of our own Bbdy : Laftly,To the Teſtimony 
of many other civi} Gentlemen borh' of our own 
and forraign Narians, who inrimes' 6f peace*did 
uſe to come avd ſojourtiin Oxford; whether” they 
did conceive it any Grievince ro them r6 be fub« 
je to this and other rules of Government of the 
Univerſity, which the Petitioners are pleaſed co tra- 
duce as arbitrary and Tyr annical. 4 
| [1]. 


To the Reaſons of the Third Grievaxce. 
We anſwer. 


I. That the Univerſity having the undoubred 
Hfſize of Bread and Beer (and the Oath for the ob- 
ſerving tharAſſize beinga neceſſary conſequent de- 
pending on ir) the right and cuſtome of admitting 
and Licenceing of Common Brewers & Bakers in Ox= 
0x is not only ancient, bur for the fieneſs thereof 
hath alſo received and had confirmation by AR of 
Parliament. - Neither is it without examples of like 


nature in the Bookecaſes , where time hath in- 


dulged the like cuſtome to perſons of quzlitie in 0- 
ther places. And this particular right of the Univer- 
firy hath nor many years ſince been declared by the 

| tree 
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free and volunt#ry acknowledgment of the Brewers 
of Oxon themſelves, as in due time will be ſhewed 
in writing. 

2.AsS for the Fees of ſuch Licences or admiſſions, 

we anſwer, They have been anciently paid ro ſeve- 
ral Officers of the Vaniverſity for their pains abour 
that buſineſs,and are; as we conceive) in themſelves 
bur moderate, far ſhort of ſuch Fees as are required 
by the Ciry, and their members in other like caſes, 
Bur the Vniverſity claimeth no Fee to their: Body 
for any ſuch Grant or Licence. 

3. We further conceiveir is not 1»þroper for the 
Vniverſity to have this right, (which in all proba- 
bility) would be worſe practiſed and with greater 
prejudice to the publick, if exerciſed by the Citty; 
whoſe chiet Magitſtrates are for the moſt part men 
of the ſame Trades, and who by ſeveral Ads of 
Parliament are prohibired from entrermedling with 
the Aſſizing and Corredtion.of viduals, or the de- 
faults therein, OE | 


IV. 


To tle Reaſons of the fourth Grievance, 
We anſwer. 


1. The Univerſity never challengerh,nor didany 
Vicechancellor ever exerciſe any:ſuch power of pul- 
ling down, or abatiag, Town/ſmens houſes. 

2. Asto the two inſtances,we ſay, Thoſe houſes 
were both eregd by. the: Gityand thoſe who de» 
rive from: theif, Tixle: with oh rejudice ro the 
common paflages adjoyning that, hey were preſen- 
tedarthe Leer as Nuſances, wheteupon they were 

| E ordered 
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ordered to beabated, viz, ſo much of the firſt of 
them as mighr enlarge the paſſage at Smithgate 
(which had been obſtructed by that encroachment) 
to the conveniency of a Coach or Cart-way, and 
what was done by the VYicechancellor herein, was 
upon the requeſt of rhe City,expreſled in their Let» 
ters to the Lords ofthe Privy Councel the 17. of 
April, 1634. by whoſe Order thereupon made,the 
overfight of doing thereof was referred to the then 
Vicechancellor, as iotruſted with the Careand Cu- 
ſtody of the Streets there : The /econd,totally to be 
demoliſhed, as being moſt notoriouſly difliked and 
complained of by the whole Countrey and. all paC- 
ſengers,to whole great danger it was in-their travel 
over Eaſt Bridge, whereupon it was newly erected, 
Upon the doing thereof the Lords; then. directed 
thar c6nvenient recompence ſhould be made to the 
Owners of thoſe houſes by thoſe: that did abate 
them , which was in truth the Citty themſelves, and 
nor the Univerſity or Vicechancellor, 


V. 
To the Reaſons of the fifth Grievance. 
\" We an/mer. 


I, That the mattethere intimated by: the Peti- 
rioners(for, it bears not any dire charge of Dsſ* 
commoning)is an ancient Priviledge of the Vaiver- 
firy, albeit rarely ptaRiſed andinor but upon great 
provocation, to which the: Vihiverfity has recourſe 
as to their laſt reftige againſt the-profeſſed Adverſa> 
riesqf the publick rights, peace,and good govern« 

- ment 
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ment thereof, and that only by their joynt and ge- 
neral conſent in Convocation; wherein we con- 
ceive our proceedings juſtifiable, 

z, For tht of common right trading is free 
for all perſons,where & with whom they pleaſe ; 
and the ſame meaſure we do herein meete to the 
Cittizens, they may,and we are content (if they 
ſee juſt cauſe) rhey ſhall meere tous again. 

2. For that the Petitioners do the like them- 
ſelves not only rowards the Vniverſity and Pri- 
viledged perſons, but even to members of their 
own Bodie. 

2. We further anſwer, That this praQtice of the 
Vniverſity cannot in congruity be conſtrued as 
tending to a #10nopoly of Trading, inthe intentions 
of thoſe that ufe it; who are n—\. fo ignorant of 
their own inrereſt,nor ſo much enemies to ir, as to 
defire any thing more then an univerſal Freedom of 
Trade; which as ir is moſt conſonant to the native 
liberry of every Freeman and to the Common Law 
of the Land;ſo would ir be more beneficial toSchol- 
lers then any other perſons,they living wholly upon 
the penny, buying all commodities, bur having no- 
thing toſell.Bur whether thePetritioners themſelves, 
be not in an high meaſure guilty of rhar crime, 
which they here obje& to the Univerſity we defire 
may be conſidered, for that they have got, by pur= 
chaſe or otherwiſe, into their hands ſeveral ancienr 
Faires, and Markets heretofore uſed to be kept in 
Oxon, and lomerimes belonging to ſome Colledges, 
and have ſuppreſt them to make way for their own 
fole Trading in thar place;and hayeof late w'zhout 

E 2 any 
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any juſt warrant, eredted new Cofporations of parti- 
cular Trades, and-by colour thereof engroſle: ſuch 
Trades among themſelves, to the great prejudice of 
other Tradſmen, and rhe enhanſing of prices upon 
all manner of buyers. . 


VI, 


To the Reaſons of the ſixt Grievance, 
We Anſwer, 


I. That the 0arb complained of by the Petirto- 
ners, as to the forxz of it, ' hath been approved and 
fetrled upon ſolemue debare in Parliament above 
tour hundred years ago. 

2. Whereas they objec againſt it that it is con- 
ceived in General terms, We replie, Soiare all rhoſe 
Oaths which are required by the City oft :0x0#z and 
other places of all rheir Freemen, when they are 
fiſt enfranchiſed, to preſerve the Liberties of their 
reſpective Corporations. 

3- Whereas rhey prerend ignorance of our Pri- 
viledges, and thereby inſinuate how unjuſt it is they 
ſhould Swear ro ___ them, We anſwer, That 
neither this Oath which we require, nor any other 
of that kind which is conceived in General terms 
does, by intendment of Law,bind rhe takers ro any 
farther obſervance of the particulars comprehen= 
ded within that generaliry,then as 1þey ſhall come To 
their knowledge; And we farther ſay; T har this rea- 
ſon (if it be of any force) is inuch more pregnant 
againſt rhat Oath, which is uſually impoſed upon 
all the Freemen of 0xen at their firſt admittance, to 
maintain and keep all the Franchiſes, Libertics, and 
CuSlomes 


p 
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Cuftomes of the Citty, to which many of them are 
altogether ſtrangers ar the time of their raking rhat 
Oath , Whereas none are required or admitred to 
Swear to maintain the Liberties of the Vniverſity 
bur a tew Cittizens of the Graver ſorr, to' whom 
by reaſon of vicinity and long converſation amongſt 
us, the Cuſtoms and Liberties of the Vaiverſity 
are ſufficiently known. yy 

4- Though we do confeſs a// Privile4ges to be 
ju# which we claim, yet we neither prerend ro be 
our own Judges ro determine, in point of Contro- 
verſie,which are juſt;neither do we pretend that the 
Major or any Cittizen is bound to Swear, or if he 
do Swear is bound to maintain all or any Privi- 
ledges barely claimed by the Vnivetſitie as jxſ?,un- 
leſs they be ſo in themſelves, and have been lawjyu'- 
ly uſed by the Vniverſitie, And rh-retore ſince \ as is 
clearby the words of the Oath) we do not claim 
that the Major and Cittizens o:'ghr to Swear to 
maintain any other than the /awful Privileges of 
the Vaivetfitie, And thar ir is acknowledged by the 
Petitioners, thar the Major is bound by his Oath 
(and known by common practice, thar every Free 
man is in like manner bound) to maintain a/rhe 
Liberties of the Citry, and that many of thoſe do 
claſh and ſtand in oppolition ro diverſe of rhoſe 
which the Vniverſitie ſoclaim, It muſt follovy, that 
all (uch pretended Liberties of the City as 
do claſh with thoſe Liberties of the Vaiverfiry, 
which the Major & Cirtizens are required by Oath 
ro maintain, muſt be in themſelves unlawful. 1 

5. Laſtly, we crave leave to obſerve a very pre- 
poſterous 
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poſterous courſe taken up bythe Cirtizens of latter 
times ro overthow the juſt and ancient Rights of 
the Vniverſity,by the new forged Engines of their 
Citty Oarhs,for firſt they frame an Oath contrary 
to our Priviledges,and then complain of our Pri- 
viledges for being contrary to their Oath, 


VII, 


To the Reaſons of the ſeaventh Grievance 
We Anſwer, 

That for the great loſs ſuſtained by the Univer- 
ſitie in Edwerd the Thirds time by the cruel and 
bloody outrage of the Townſmen againſt the per. 
ſons and goods of many thouſands of innocent 
Schollars, the Major Bayliffs and Commonalty 
then entered into two Bonds, one of Five hundred 
pounds, and the other of a hundred marks yearly ro 
the Vniverſitiez the former was given up upon the 
payment of fifry pownd: only,(no way anfwerable to 
thar loſs) the ſecond was ſuſpended by an !»demture 
of Compoſition {o long as the Major and fixty two 
ſuch Townſfmen as had been ſworn rhat yearto pre- 
ferve the Priviledges of che Vaniverlity , ſhould 
yearly upon Scholaſtica's day repair to St, Maries 
Church, agd be there prefenr ar ſuch Service as was 
fuirable ro choſe times, and ſhould then and there 
offer fixty three pence: which was to be diſtributed 
two parts to the poor, and a third to the Miniſter 
of the Pariſh. Vpon the Reformation in 2xeen Eli- 
zabeth time, by conſent of both Corporations, thar 
Service was changed. into a Sermon Or Communion, 
bur che offering was agreed to be continuedz which 

| if 
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if the City will redeem the Vniverfiry expes Fir 
recompence for the remainder cf the Money abared 
upon that firſt agreement, Secondly a reparation for 
the Scandal of this Article and Grievance, there 
being none more abhorring of Superf;4ion than 
they who are herein charged with an endeavour of 
continuing 1t, 


VIIL 


To the Reaſons of the eighth Grievance 
We Anſwer. 

I. That the Vuiverſiry,by ancient Cuſtom con- 
firmed by Act of Parliament,have uſed to make 5y- 
laws-tor the better ordering and government of the 
Univerſity and Schollars therein ; which By-laws 
bind not only Schollars but Tradſmen alſo in rela- 
tion to the Ordering and Gov: rnment of Schollars 
and not otherwiſe z And this power is adjudged in 
diverſe Book-caſes to be binding unto ſtrangers in 
the like caſes, albeit they never aQually conſented 
by themſelves or any immediate Repreſentatives 
to the making of ſuch By-Laws. 

2+ That the Petitioners themſelves in- other ca- 
fes, do both-claim and exerciſe a like poweraver 
the Eſtates and: Perſons of diverſe Inhabitants in 
Oxon not of their Corporation, nor any waies privy 
or conſenting co their Orders, either by themſelves 
or afty —_—_— | 

As to theinſtance concerning Taylozr,.: we: an- 
ſwer as before,. That we have not made any By- 
laws concerning them, but in relation: to-the Goe 


vernmentof Schollars,and we conceive it inconve- 
nient: 


(40) 
njent that itſhould be in the power of Tailors to in- 
veagle young Gentlemen into new and chargeable 
faſhionsin Apparel, contrary to rhe defires of their 
Parents, the dire&ion of their Tutors,and the pub- 
lick Diſcipline and Order of the Vniverſity, meer- 
ly to enhanſe their own prices in the making, and 
the Mercers gains in the ſelling, of ſuch dear but 
unneceſlary trimmings as this inſtance relares unto: 
Ard we lay farther, . That we kncw none more 
guilty of the Grievance here objected ro the Yni- 
verſity thenthe Tailors of Oxford themſelves are. 


I X, 


To the Reaſons of the ninth Grievance, 
We Anſwer, 

I. That the particulars here in Queſtion are 
meerly matter of Law, to which of the two Cor. 
parations,Feloys Goods and Deodands do of right be - 
long 3 The Yniverlity claims them as granted to us 
in expreſs words by an Ancient Charter (the only 
way by which they can be granted) and this Char- 
ter is cenfirmed by At of Parliaments and we deny 
that the City haveany ſuch Charter precedent to 
ouysthat does grant them to the City, ' and:,ypon 
thiswe ave reddy tro ſubmitto a Tryal at:Law.; - 

'.2;; Thar if the Petitioners have no good Chars, 
terfor-them, rhen their having the Cuſtody -and, 
Chargeof the Gaole, and the power to try the Pri- 
fonerswhenthey purchaſe fuch.a-Commitiion,. and 
their beg liableto Eſcapess willnox entitle thegr 
tothe Goods of Felons (much leſs to-Deodands) no- 
thing being more-known and ordinary rhen tor we" 
| vera 
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veral Lords of Franchiſes 'ro have the. Goods of 
ſuch Felons as were their Tenants, who yerare not 
kept or tryed at their charges. + 

3. We ſay though the Cirtie have oze Gaol with 
the cuſtody whereof they arecharged, yet' there is 
another within the Liberties of the Cirry and uſed 
by the Countie,to which the Uniwerſitie does com» 
1 moſt of their Priſoners, and may do ſo by 
all. 

4. Though they by charged with their Goaland 
Priſoners, yet it is very little charges to them: ſuch 
Priſoners as have where-withall being maintained 
out of their own goods z and ſuch as have not, by 
Alms., eſpecially of the Univerſitie and Col- 
ledges; the,Gaoler in the mean time making a 
good advantage of his place by Fees and other« 
wiſe. 

5. What charges they voluntarilie put them- 
ſelves ro/in the trials of Felons, is more then they 
need to do : for ifthe Felons be of the Bodie of the 
Laiverſitie, they may be tried before our Steward 
Atour charges if we plcale. And if they be not of 
our Bodie, they may and have been tried before 
the Judges of Aſſize and Gaol deliverie for the 
Countie. 

6. Why luch Perquilites as are meerlie matter 
of profit ſhould be thought by the Cittizens ſo im- 
proper for Schollars ro enjoy, we do not under- 
ſtand, nor do we know how they do gr can en+- 

gage Schollars in ſuch trouble as is ſurmiſed ; 


which the Univerſitic do receive by the hands 
of 
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of their Bailifts and may. (ifthey pleaſe) rene rhem 
our to any other perſon. | 

7. All the pretentions of the Petitionersin poine 
of conveniencedo nothing refpedt either Deodands 
the'poods off.legitives, Trea/areFrove,aud other pare 
ticulats which are lin hke maaner challenged both 
by the Univerkicie and Citry vpoa the ſame titles as 
Folons Goods are. | 


VE | 
To ihe Reaſons of the tenth Grievance. 


t. We anſwer and denie that the Citty hath any 
wer by Charteror otherwiſe ro fer up {averns or 
ro Licence the ſelling of Wine by rerail in 0x07 1 
nor dorh the Statute of 9*. Faw, 6ti.cap.5#.by "A 
rer or Equity enable them ſo ro do, But rhelIniver- 
fitie both at the time.and long before the making of 
that Statute had & uſed the Priviledge of Licenting 
2nd ſuppreſſing of Taverns in Oxoz, And this our 
Priviledge is ſaved unto us, by an expreſs Provo 
in thar Statute, by virtue whereof we do juftifte the 
inhibitingthe City to erect 1,verns, or Licence the 
fale of Wine by retail in Oxoy. 
2, Wefurther ſay, thar inreſpedt of that power 
which weclaim and exerciſe over Vintners, Brew- 
ers, Bakers, and other Vicualers, & in che Market, 
andfor thoſe ſmall perquiſites we receive thence, 
the Circizens are yearly abted, and the Vniverſity 
was ahciently charged with a conſiderable part of 
their Fee Farm rent , whereas we do not receive a- 
ay conſiderable benefit this way proportionable ro 
what the City hath, or claimes ro have, as belon- 
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ging to their Fee Farm other waies. 


X I. | 
To the Reaſons of the Eleaventh Greinence 


We anſwer, 2, Thar it is one of rhe moſt anciear 
Liberties of the Vniverficie, that the Priviledged 
perſons thereof may uſe any 7Tradeandexerciſe anyi 
Merchandize in 0xford, or the Suburbs thereof as 
freely as any Cittizen; & this hath been confirmed 
nnato'us not only' by. At-of Partiamenr, and Judge- 
ment in Parl:ament, but a\ſoby Indenrares of Com. 
poſition berween the two Bodies, whereby the Pri- 
viledged perſons have been aſcertained that ſhould 
exerciſe ſuch Trade & Merchandize; who in that 
regard are to be talliable by ſcor and lot and other 
charges with the Free-men ofthe City. 

2, Wedo not otherwiſe then according to this 
Priviledge aſſume power to ſet up Trades within 
the City; nor do we authorize Foreigners to exer- 
cife Trades in-Oxox,other then ſuck as by the-Law 
of the Land and Privitedge of the: Vniverſity are,, 
and ought to be allowed, however ſome of them 
have of hate years been unjuſtly moleſted by the 
Cittizens for ſo doing, - | _., | 

3, We deny thar the City has afiy Charter (© 
confirmed as is pretended: ro exclude: Priviledged 

from exercifing lawful Trades,. and ſelling 

Retail-within the City, rhangh they. be not of 
her Guild; no fiich Charter having hitherto. been 
pon npon-former'Hearings when this pains 

aS been in debate betwixt us. . +. ' [i te 

4- Laſtly we humbly conceive this Libertie can- 
F 2{ not 
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not in equity and 'good conſcience be taken from 
Priviledged perſons, who are many of them But. 
lers, and Manciples, or other Officers and Ser- 
yahts to the Univerſity, and the Colledpes, and 
Halls therein, having - wives and. Children to 
maintain, -which they cannot otherwiſe do then 
by Exercifing lawful Trades z their ſmall wages 
and allowances which they recewe by their re- 
ſpective places being ſcarce ſufhcienr to main- 
rain them jn meat and cloathes. and. other nece(- 
faries, if they were ſingle perſons and had no other 
charge. 


Fo the Concluſion. 


By what hath been ſaid on either party we ſup- 
poſe ir does ſufficiently appear that ſome of rhe 
particulars in controverſy betwixt us (which rhe 
Vniverſity claims as their juſt and ancient P7/vi. 
ledges, and the Cirry.complain of as'Grievapcer) 
do ccncern meerly matter of profit and intereft ; 
to which if our Title be good in Law,we hope they 
will not be thought inconvenient for us 10 enjoy ; 
though the City deſire to ſtrip.us' of them, :. And ' 
becauſe '@ faibheating 2nd. exact diſcuſſion; of...all 
theirand our Charters and Pretenfions. would: oc- 
caſion-much.trouble ro this Honourable, Commit- 
tee, we therefore humbly-pray that we may be left 
ro atryatatLawfor MLGock'1 2Ng5-AS. ATE MMcET, 
matter of!Title,and' nor:be Hiſturbed:in our pofleſſi- 
on rill we ſhall be evicted by Laws:  ' togel 5. of 
Asfor other Particulars which concern matter of 

© Power 
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Power and Furisdidion we likewiſe humbly deſire, 
T hat our Right may be cleared and acknowledged” 
firſt, and then the matter of Convenience taken inro 
conſideration ;- whereby we .hope it will appear, 
that as thoſe Priviledges are juſt and legal, ſo they 
are no way #»fit, but abſolutely neceſ/17y for us .ro 
enjoy, as tending to the advancement of Picry,Ci- 
viliry, and Learning, no way derogatory to the 
Power of the Civil Magiſtrate, nor founded upon 
Superſtition or Tyranny, nor inconſiſtent with the 
juſt freedom and immunities of rhe Citrizens. 
Wherein we defireir may be confidered, That,ma- 
ny large immunities and Priviledges have been 
granted and are enjoyed by the Citty in reſpeRt of 
the Univerſity :- That their principal BenefaRors 
have been members of the Univerſity : That they 
receive an ample ben: fit by our continual com- 
merce and trading with them, all or moſt otour 
Revenue coming in from abroad, bur expended a- 
moneſt them: That their Children receive a libe- 
ral education and referment amongſt us, beyond 
the proportion of other places : Thar, if it were 
not for the Vniverſitysthe City of 0xford would be 
bur of mean conſideration : That there are many 0+ 
ther Cirties, but only one more Vaiverſity in rhe 
Land,and thoſe two as famous as any in the World: 


| That the Vniverſities are the pgblick Nurſeries of 


Religion, Piety, Learning, and Civility,and rhere- 
fore have ever been the great Care of Parliaments, 
and the Glory of the Nation : Thar though ſome 
.of the Powers claimed and exerciſed by the Voie 


verfiry over the Cittizens may ſeem Grievous to the 
Cittt- 
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Citrizens, yet are they Neceſſary for us, withont 
which it would be impoſſible to give a- good ace 
ccmpr of thar great truft which is commitred to us 
for the training up of youth, upon whoſe educati- 
on not only their own welfare, bur the flouriſhing 
condition. of the Common-wealth (next under 
God) does very much depend. | 

We therefore humbly deſire and pray, That the 
Golden reins of rhat ancient Diſcipline by which 
both the Vniverſity and Cirry have for ſo many 
hundred of years ſtood and floariſhed together, 
may not be let looſe, tothe certain debancking of 
borh Bodies, for the enriching and advantage of 
one,nor be committed ro other hands; which would 
(we fear) engage the members of both Bodies in 
continual quarrels, and open a gap to ſuch ſad 


conſequents, as we ſhall be ſorry to ſee,but unable 
to prevent, | ” 


